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Copy

January 3, 18292,
Mr, G, H. Blakeslee,
Lomsy, Nebraska.
Ly doar Sir and Comrade:

I sa2y comradc, beecause there has nevor baern

2 time that I could not cordially tzke oy the nand in true comrade 3shily,
any man thet wore the blue and came out and fought as a man, for what
ne considered the rig ¢ha fact that he honestly Iougnt'me rnade me
résrect nim 1one the 1608 and 1 have always found it that way with the
boys who fought on the othor sidc, wherever T have met them., I have
yet to hear one bitter exrression toward the Confederate soldier from =
man who rcally fougnt us for eonscience sake,

Your, 1o me intenscly intceresting leticr of Decarber 22 came
several ﬂays 250, and I take this first oprortwiity of comilying witw
your recusst

Cn the morni ng of Sunday tha 15th of llay, 18864, we were rlaced
out on the Lrow or brink of the hill - I did not know until vou wrole
that 1t we2s cz2llied "Red Xnob® - zunut .seventy-five yards in front of
our infaniry line, and instructed t throw up works for our guns, angd
thlis we rroceaded to do, aftcr naving placed vrush ur in front S0
coriczal our operations fro*n the Teirrals, Ve understood, that as
28 our guns were ready, the Confederatces wonuld charge Lhﬂ nocition
occupled vy the Federals on tne riZge across the Dalton road, zvout U0
or 1000 yards oun our front, Beiwesn. one and two a'clock the Tederal:s
brougnt out a line on said ridge == ifo'“~*ﬂring for an advance, and
we pliched i1nto them with our guns, and were giving thom the test wa
had, when the first thing we knew the piekets eazme rriting past our
guris with the annsunicsment thet the Yankees wers right on ns - and sorm
of them had passed our first gun before I left my g - { I was cumnner
of #2, the gmne being numbered from right to left) in fact two or
three of them were parting the drush in front of my gun, and I shall
never forget how they loocked as they came tnmroush. Each of them seeregd
to e sbout ter fect tall and big in Troportion. I 1oft my eun doucl>
shotted with canistar, as two friction primers in suecassion h-d failes
to do their work. Cur supsorting infant>ry, Gen. John C. 3rovm's
srigzacde of iennesseansg, werc as mueh surrriscd as we were, ang Darely
had time tc got into the trenches in time to stor vour advance. “hic
will ex;lzin why our Battiery oversnot you. Gon. Cumzing's 3rigade was
to the left of Brown's, and I think Reynold's to ihe right., "“hen I got
'iy side of out Imazwtry line, I onmd & memd $24 of my dotac'vnent named
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as gallant a soul as ever drew breath, and we two hunted round, got us
Ur a masket apiece and remained in the line till after dark. All the
other members of the Battery had gone to the rear. We were told that
an effort would be made to retake the guns, and I wanted to be present
to let off that double charge of canister at you fellows as you rar.,
Every now and then I would take a peer out at my gnn whieh I eould
Plainly s:c from our line, and well do I remember that flag of which
you sgeax of hzving bveen rlantced veside our gyms, If I mistake rot, it
was along sife of my gun, By the way, I shed my first blood her: tos.
when I hzd secured my gun, an Enfield rifle, I crawled up to the line,
and told some of Brown's mern that I wanted to get a por 2t a Yank. One
of them said, " there is a fellow out there sharr shooting. I know wher
he 1s but can't sec nim", so0 we foolishly stond up, Lo aim, and ne
just vening me to tell me when I had the rrorer dircetion- I blazed
2awey, and nag jgst crougit my gm to the position of ®ecarry armse,
whern Nr. Yenk fured, striking the stock of my gmm Just telow tho
muzzle, filling =y rignht jaw with srlinters, and aenting my g so that
1t could not ve used agzin. . I thougnht the wholc Jjaw had vean shot
2way, and slaiied my n=nd to my face to fing ot if it was trus. I
very oravely went off 1o find another gurn, but naving had sucnh aclose
call 1n 2 3lacs wherz 1 had no bpusincss Lo te, yon may bet your life
that I didn't find 1it.
e lost twonty-sovon men Killed, wounded, angd capturad in thic

1, 1in less timn then it takes to 121l it, only four of whom
the capiured wa2s Sergit. sidney Blassingam=, o
~uior fellow, with fiery red nalr that he always kett ent elose

s that stucsk out on the side of his head like thoso of =2
S KMowll as YBlg ned'r, and I gucss there were man in the

T never knew that he nad anothoer name. He was a stiongdisd
& I seriously dount if he cver Xnew wnzt the sens-~tisn of

L 4
-

012 of the Loys that was ca.tured with ninm, told me this
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ory, and Ive wondered 1t it was true. XKXnowing the man as I dig., I
ve poeen ingclined to velieve 1t.,  He refused 1o surrendar, drew his
2Wre, and coomnenced using it, whern a Yenx tartend nim on the side of
the 1oczd with =iz masket, stunning him;, another one staricd to thrust
nis Loyonst luts nim, when one of yonr Licutenants Xiiocked up the pan,
saying, "I{o2u1 mustn't Kill as vrave a fellow =2s thatv, and thus saved
his life, Avout thirty of us got together at the reexnt reunisn in
Atlantz, Tut #3ig Redw, who 1s still a2live, was not avong them, =n?

I hava navaer nizd the story from nim.

A B e o ¢

DJ (2

I T2rt a gort of Tlary, bl nat realizing at the time its
importance, I 4id nzst make it full encugh, Of this batile I find trne
following:

W Swideoy, oy 1B, 1804 - £ o'plock ALL.-
ioved to the ridga on tne right of the Rssacea rosd, two =zng =
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hzlf miles from Resacca. The rosition wo hold was taken oy Gen,
stevenson yester da2y afternoon,® '
| - 2 — P.LlL.

"Yankeas adaxancad upon our vosition . Our 3attery
was a2poul &0 paecaes in front of theintrenched line, 2Zhe boys stood 1o
thoeir guns 1111 the Yanks were in the embrasures of the guns, when
they were foreed to leave, having no surtort nearer than the
intrerichments, ®

5 - P, M,
tWant up a few moments a2go to see the Batticry. LEvery-

thing is 20 w2 left it excert that ithe stars and sitripes are floating
over it. leitinoer vpariy have rossession of it, The Feds can not
»omove it ©i11 nignt, when our men will go out and oring it in.

Later,
"Yanks sti’ll moving to our left, Our army retractlug
from their tosition in front of Resacca,®

As 0 wnat Battory the two guns to our left velonged, tc which
vy refor, I can not say Lositlvely, but they must have been howvan's.
I hove 2lwoys uandcrstood that Rowan's Battery was the first to onr
et . Thnis wa2s his trorer placae, as our Battery was on the right,
Rowants the cexnter, and m$rshu11's on the left in the Battalion o*gan
ization write to Cext. W. L. Ritter of 3Baltimore, daryland, wio wWas
first Lieutenznt of Rowsn's Battcry 3t the time, and its Captazin aftor
Capt. Rowaii's deatnh in battle at Nashville,

T nove never read Jonnston's Narrative, as the biltioricss ho
art ~wtainad towvard Prasigont Devis, made me think “hnat he could not
7rite in =i woliased way, and for tho seme reasor., I have nevar réad
pavists “Risc and Tall of the Conf:doracy®. Predindiced men ¢~ not
writs in 21 woissed way.
3oin~ in Quavee a numbor of years ago, I ¥is8ied vigsited
aramnent on tne Plzains of Abraham, on one silde of which 1s the name
Montcalm, and on the other that of Wolfe. I wondcred them, if som
the com1r~ ~ov.orations would not read on our lontmernis the nam:s

\..D D PR

Lec a2nd a-*:%.., of liclellan and Stonewall Jdackson, of llcPharson and

walker, andé irn this case all Americans, and 211 naving fougnht ior wheat
they consider=4 the right as God gave them to see the right.

I did n>t Xnow who fought us at Reszaececz, dut was under the 1nm—

prassion thaet it was Onio men, and I wish 1 had Known wnen I co1led
witr some friends on Presicdent Harrison, at ithe "hite House, 1721 1%

w-= he thst led the chargling columns on our pocitian, ag W ¢co:id have

et

mada it very entertaining to our pariy, couslsiing coi two gont.iomen
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from Canada, one from Illinois, one from New York, onz from ilinnesota,
and one from Washington,

I hzve never scen a map of the field of Resacca excert one soout.
S inches square contalned in some Railroad publication some year- ago.
I am sorry 1 did nol see your map that was on exnhibition in Chattanooga
I was there 2nd hed a grand time with the boys in vlue, z2s I always
hzve when 1 get with them, I was 1n Boston during the G. A. R. neeling
there, and I'1ll never foregt the cordiality with which I was treated
all theoway through. Some years zgo, I was talking to an old Yank at
Coliumbus,, Wh) 1t was develored had confronted me on several oceasions,
"hern some friend from the North who was not in the war, remarked,» Well
Connior, I don't understand how you fellows can feecl so Jolly over the
'matter' ihe Yank said," 0, it was always that way when we could get
the officers out of the‘way. WG nad mally a game of poker down vetween
the lines,®

Felix Corputl, who is Praesident of out Board of ITrustecs, ic
the yourgest Lrother of Capt. ilax Van Den Corput, who is alive and with
the excertion of nis whité head and beard, is about 2s ha was at
Rnosacca. Hdls. addédress 1s - 826 Decatur Road, Inman Park, Atlanta, Ga,
Thesc pcoirle are 3elgians, and the name is Van Den Corrut, 2and Felix
has Armericanized hnis vy drorring the Van Der, but the Captain still
holds on to it, The Captain has two sons, Gustave, has a permanent
rosition as surgeon in the U. 5. larinc Hospitasl Serviece, and the other
Rex, is 2z Captain in the 3rd Immines, and stationed 2t Santiago. e
will make the grmy his lifc work.

No, I donli thinX you are working for self glorificatior, but
believe you arse actuzted by 2 dosire to got at the truth of =Hbstory,
and there is no wvetter way to get it than from a2 maltitude of evidence
gathered from tha living a ctors. Iv was glory Gnouvh for youx to have
sweit ur that de=zdly siope on hRed Knobv as you did, 2nd glory enongh for

us, that notwithstanding the sly march you =tolec on ub, e SHCCumd@d in

nolding you at bey wuntil 1t suitced us to retire. I you have hzd vour

rainting photograbhed send me one,

iha3rs was 2 dispute amdong the vovs 25 to the dastance from onur
Rattery vaekx to onr lines, and it was funxny how they varied. It ran
all the way Ir>m 2 © yaris to 200 yerds. You sze I rmt 1t at tho time,
at 50 yards. In 1888 1 was back on the grournd, and frund it 1o ©C

about 75, But I have an indistinct rocol’=ftlon of the shape of our

- 1line, excert thal Just uvehind our 3attc thers was a shart angle That

as I rememiber, smourted to almost 2 right ancle.®ut how the lines rai,
right and lcft, I don'i rememver. How far d> I miss it 1in the enclosod
diagram? 1 Shall be ~1lad if you will send me 2 tr3011g from vouY mar
of Rad Xnov made at 1ha time,
If you saould ovir edme cur way, drop in to sece me.
Hoolyg 1o hear from you ggain, I am
Yours sinearely,

-y . s -
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Cory-
Lomex, Ncoraska, Jan.8, '09

w. 0. Conuor,
Cave Siring, Ga,
Do Jlr and Oormarde.

T am just in recoipt of your good letter of the 3
inst. and I hasten to write 2 few words. I went 1o gct linen sheet 1o
cory map on, tut I find I have nothing large cnough to anyway show
rositions, and I do not know when I may scend for any more - this 1s ny
excusc for tho miserable sheet uion which I have made a hasty copy- a2
rongn one at that- vut it esrnteins combincs zll the general features of
the original, Your sketeh I judge to ve correct, although I have but
1ittle remembrance of anyvthing veyond your lines, exceplting where we
crossed the 00stanzuls at "Naw Feotan® 1fills whicn 1 also sketched -
8n separate sheets I more fully describe by letiers what I have referreod
to. Now Comrads, you can't beclieve how rmch good your letter has beon
to me, and as I rcalize tha kindly feeling thal promited youn to answcr
my incuiries, it is the true fraternity of the - American Soldler-
I trust you will accord me the rrivilege of publisning porilons of
your letter, iZlustrating the great fraternity that should exist
petwean uz; also portions that shaed light nion matiers that have been
the sucject of discussion vetween us YankXs for many years., 1 have
sorie time woniderced how you mern would act if we should run tognthcer soma
of these fine days— becsuse rossibly some micght feel a malignlty towrard
men who fone our t2st 4o run over you that dsy., I am 1n corresiondercs
with ine ¢nl. of the Zlst iliss. and some comrades of the Z3rd iliss.,
who ran over and tnrougn my regiment at Peachtree Creex July 20, and I
am sure althnouza we tosk and give good hearty blows there, it would de
a groat joy to mesct those mern .today. God blces them all, o
+ wag clziried snd so stated in the Cfficial Records that C=2tt.
Coriut was capturced a2t his guns- fighting them to the last- Now I saw
and talked with many of the rrisoners, dput I did nst lezarn’'inen thet
Copt. Corput was one of the number. I know we got some of your menL
while they were still working their guns. I would like for certain to
state wnother he surrenicred there., At *P* on map as the left of my
Com; any of whien I had charge, was sSWINgng int> line, a man hatlass
and coztlcss jmped over the works and almost into my arms; of coursc
he surrcendered., He stated to me he was Ceptainl --—--—-———- , I can't now
tell who. His sword was gome; he stated that a shell had knocked 1t
sut of his nznd. He wore officar's velt and scabvard. Standing 2
memernt thninkxing what 1o do, he szys ®*vhat are you going to do with me,
for God's szake lets gat out of this®. - I was glad 1o sX1pD out of thsat
scorcher that was veing played on us from our right, and by your rifle-
menn 1o the rear. Part of the way down the hill I turned him over ts an
enlictod man of 2 N. Y. roegimont, when I hastened back to tne cresti of
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your works. Soor all but 27 of%my reglmcnt cane opck.and got bohi“d
the dirt pile. 'Twas then Sergt. Hess jumped upon one of those
Napoleons end swung out the colors; a moment later a rifle baal st ruek
him fair in the hesd and he fell in the folds of our flag, anrd hils
blood disecolors it today. Let me tell you something of thls marn.,
rmen about 8 rods from your line, a rifle ball struck him in the wrist,
shsttering his arm a2nd cutting through the siaff., He never drorbed tho
flag, but catening it in nhis left hand, weni forward- SooL after his

death the other 3ergt. raised the flag and planted it near one of your
cuns until after dark, when we romoved it,., Hess was the matceh for yvour

¥Big Redv". 1 saw several instances similar 1o your statement of him.

I forgot to say that Cept. J.H. Culver, Company A - i29th, was .he
only officar that stayed on the advanced p031tlon of 128th t111 he wa
rolieved at 10 P. M. 27 of 129th was with him. ZThore werce about 70u
of our men betweer vour guns and your main line; most of thesc aere
of Harrison's reciment, 70 Ind., and werc 1n a measure rrotected by the
lcdge-~ tnat I heve shown 1n map. Capt. Culver now lives at Emporic,
ranseas,

I showid very rmech like to meet yomu, bul think I mignt Trove a
bore 1o vom by my tzlos of Rzsaca and elsewhere,

gawrigon stond by your left gun, resting one hznd on ot, 1alXing
with Cert. Sedgewiel, 102 I11l., when a rifle shot passed through hils

el

* L’H’
aniskerz 3ust grazing his skxin, e thought 1t baest to lay low.,

I shzil ©2 glad 1o hozr from you at any time. I will send
meo iv oinar closure. Let me Ka2a if you got 1t,

most fraterna:ly

Yoty lrrond,
i o
:. J'i. ‘I‘u eh)loe
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FIELD OF RESACA,

A- The gun on whicn Sergt. Hess, 120 I1ll. was standing when xilled.
Here our colors were rleaented,

B- Stumc in clesrcd fiels bvenind which wss a C. S. Shartshooter, who

wos killed by 102 I11l. Sharvshooier, Geo. Dheu, and buried by

myself znd Tom Wyckoif,

Tne stiene from whicn Dheu fired the fatzl shot,

The miost advonced rosition gained by the 3 regiments thati passcd

beyond your guns,

7O

o Locatinn - Yhoere Division formed in Colurm oy Regimontal front
for the zdvance,
B waryoe 51 - 1290 111, rost- of Co., 4GH - 12—

G- Projecting ledge, 2 nrdection 1o 70 Ind. whiic holding 3Batiery.

- The toint on Ger. ioward's line from which VWalker's great ralnting

T wWas nadie, | - '

Doployment ‘of 1st and 2nd 3rigs. here,

Gon. V. I. Ward severcly wounded here, iarrison taking command.

This mop 1s contrary to prescribed rules of mar marklig.

Tn it wo 8re facing the dircetion as we moved to tnec ati~ck,

the 1ot of the may ocing nearly S. k.

At the zncle held by Corpul's Battery the main line iturncs
nesrly duac zast 1o the rivor,

At tac woint marked Drown's 3ripade ine Confederatec dead were
puriacd, burizl pariies rev.orting the muber at §00; in 18385 the graves
wewa vat plzin to be seen, nmany of the slabs still at the head of

there lay a dead Indian, wno had two scalis of
The officer in cnarge ordered the Indian 1o LS
ls sald.

Prigavers rouarh that the 32 - 45- and 23 ienn. Infantry was sup-

——

poriting vour Zaltlory thoere, capt. J. C. Brown, Co. K, Second ucorgle,
new of LeFsvetts, Ga., told me porsonally at Loulsvillie, Ky, 182z, that

N

~

9
na oormondad the Znd seorgla that doy and that he mesds8 was surroriing

-~ - b W; V- D g - : - p : *. 3 4’ ~ + . - y *
wo., Ctnoer stzioments which he made showed thatl ho had forrotten rmenh,
. % wr . w J" '
- j.ﬁ L s@qﬂ' D i- m= L . " :""v\ - t’

~rly @ of your gune inere,. - g8ine=s then I hzave sSoOmChow
+ 1ine at all,
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The Hcavy Red lincs show C. S. A, fileld works.

The Heavy Blue lines Union Regiments,

Thin Red lines show the line of marecnh to the attack; 3r2 Brigade
bore to left and was lost sight of in the rines.

O- there I wos slighltly wounded,
P- Capturcd a Johnny Captain here,;, don't Know who he was,
K- and Brigade scaticred by terrible firc of Confsderates, The 2nd
3rigade was 10 keer to right of our Briggde and sur:torti us on the richt
flank; just afier crossing the Dalton road the canister from your guns
turned them from their course, .and crossing our line of merch to the
rear, took to the push on the northern slore of the hill, gaining
which, thoy prostrated themselves on lines as shown. I loczted these
rogitions from a few of their dead lying here., This mav 1s a ¢cory on
a small scale of the one I made for lal. Gen, Dan Butterfield on the
field lay 15, 1384, and whicn is published in conncecelion with Walker's
sreat painting. ‘

Sirst Trigede, T Piv. 20 Army Corps, was commanded by Gen. W. I.
, mard until wounded, then by Col. BenlJamin Harrison,
70%n Ind,

Second Srizada, was cormanded by Col, Jdohn Cooburn, 32 Ind.
T} 3 e - “ -~ \ /'\ o Talt
fhird Zrwgadae, was commandced vy Col. Wood,

L vision was commanda2d bty Gon, Tan Butierfield, who hed
zn formarly Gen, Hooker's Chief of staff, Soon after
3 «u“a,-flelﬁ was cziaaed cast oy Tlar Dort. Goer.

2yd Comznded Div. and “arrison uvecame pormanent Com-

wander, the rossessor of a Gancral's Star.

My pzinting is from sketen made ilzy 10— th2 landscape was viewced
from Just 1o ina rear of the two guns at your left, which were mmuw 1Int
rosition just azs we crossed the Dalton road. From here I 1llustratc
the advance of our line ur that dread hill side. Iy Toreground show
Confederate woriing these grme, supvorted by infantry, taking it as
cool zs possitlic, under ithe hur*lcane of deatnh that heeler's Baticry
rained uvon itrem, The dead lay thiek around while I wss there. I
have #% no rhoic of this painting.: - It will cost about Jl.Ou eacn to
cet them sgy 12 X 12 inenss., I zm sending out some of I Loskout Lountairn
to friends who mzd part there. Shold I got this coricd, 1T will Try
and remember 21l of Corrutt'z mern I ¢zl hear of.

. H. RBigkeslo
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Cory- .
January 13, 1829.
G. H. Blakeslee,

. Lom=z2x, Nebraska,

| e Angr ir and Corrace:

| Your fa2vor of January 8th with mar came yes-

g | terday, for both of which I sinecarely thank you. loney could not buy

| that m2p from me if it counld not be rerlaced, and at the next Rewumion
of the Cherokee Artillery, which we hold in August of cvery year, it
with your letters, will inject a good 42l of additional interest to
1t, and I only wish you could be here with us., If you could, we woulad
mi"hty SO02Y. show you how we would 2c¢t toward one of the men who

narged us on the 15th of lay, 1884, T would 8o our hearts good to

have you, and I kKnow it would do your heart good to be with us.

You stecak of having furnished some plclures of Looxout IMountain,
from which I infor that you took part sn Hooker's calebrated Baltle
above the clouds. During this fight and for a weck or two before,
Corput's Battcery occuried a position ncecar the exiromity of Lookout Pt.,,
the 0l1d ezrthworks that ware used, veing still pretiy well preservnod.
B2ing uneble to dopress our guns sufficicently, we nad notning to 8o
during the battle but to look on, and I with others, h2gd the r=ro
rrivilese of standing on those Juitlng rocks and looking down on thnis
bat-le without vtelng in a warticle of donger. It was 2 privilege of 2
lifetinc., Larny a night before the battle oyened, have 1 stood on some
rrominont point, gazing uion the sceare oelow me, the Camp fires of
Grant'c nrny spread out on on> side, and thosc of Bragg's on the sther,
with the Jezazeful stars shining all}e on the bplue and the gray, that
were sUan tO‘mOﬂt in deadly conflict. e brought sur guns oif after
derk, and as wo came down the inuntain road, to our left we counld hear
the Infantry fire and see the flashes of thelr guns through the trecs,
thetl looked 1ik2 myriads of fire flio Passing throurgh Ross's Gatr 2n
ar-und behing'm;gsign Rlu. e re i, upr to the top o7 the Ridge tho
next afternoz2r.. in a f081u10n 81 ast svar the tumn2l on the Southarsn

hl---sq

Railway, Just i1 time to 2ssist in the reru’sing of Thomas's charging
colums. We -4 gained, as w2 thougnt, a vig victory, and were in
“high glee, butl about dusk, we esuld sce the dashing to and fro of
Couricrs and =taff Oificsrs, and rretily soon orders wire lssusd 1o
Capt. Corput =o save th2 guns &f possivle, bput 1f not, to save the nmen

and horses at all hazard., Ve got oif withoul any loss.

. Cart. Corpvut was not cartured at Rasaceca, and the Captair of
whom ¥ou siteskx.rust nave beer some Infaniry Cavtain, It w2s Brow's
Briged.: of Terxmcseans ( Gen., John C., 3rown, afterwards Governor ~f the
Stete} that suv . .->ried us, because I stayed with them all the aftcr-
noor:, ~nd Ener wnnt I am talking =socut., That varticulcry Reginent was
immediztoly vallvd ouar gms, I don't remenber,

el W V\J.LJ

4




‘w tae e o]
e i)

Georgia School for the Deat.

G5awe5§hmﬁng,@§a"
———-
G, H, B, 2-

Our present Governor, Col. Allen D. Candler, was 2 8artain in the
z4in Goorgia, and in Atlanta the othoer day, we ﬁad a2 talk 2boutl the
batile, whien he romembered destinetly, but he did not rememver whosc
Batte?y it was to out immediatc left.

poarfect.liberty to use my letters in any way you
assuring you of ny acrrecizstion of your Kindness
tnttle field. I am,

Vory sincarnly,

., o o. CoOHhnnor.

You ara
e LYoLer. Again
in swiding me the m28 of the
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Lomax, Neov,., Jan. 16, 1889,
w. 0. Connor,
Cave Siring, Ga,
My dear Sir and Cormrade.

I ammt just in ree=sipt of your favor of the 13th
inst. and hasten to rerly. I shall take great pleasure in sending you
a sm2ll photo eorpy of my YLookout liountaint®, and trust you will
appreciate it, tho st the time, you was looking north while I was
looking south. The conclusions fought ount then, are but memories now,
but thank God, most of them are proud memories for us all., And today
above the graves of thosc who fought and won, and of those who fallod-
but who all fought for what they deemed the rlght wWe sign our itruce of
peaca, and hide the nation's scars bcehing the gloriocus mantle of
American Manhood and the soldiers fraternity.

I em glad you wrote me this last letter, for it helps in my
nistery, and gives me knowledge that I have long desired, I was aware
that your peocyple nad at least one battery on the crest of Looxout, end
I have derictced them, at least show their guns' position on the mour-
tain by the ruffs of white smoke there. You will pliease remember that
in my picture. It is 2 rerpresentation of how matters stood at Just
12 M., Nov, 24, 18385, UNow at the points shown, was firing. I regre-
sent the firing from 4 diffcrent points. The question with me now ,
were these guns 211 of the Cherokee Battery, or were thore morc gus
then yours on the crast. These guns did not scsem to be stationary, but
at least part of them were fired from differcent points, I have iried
at various times to find out whose guns were on the crest, ovut neve
liearrned cefore,

It seems os 1if weluns were always looking up to youtns those
days, cut lucky for us it seems we most always goi up to your level.

Now that vou may not mistake me, I wish to give a litile bit
of aur military history. Iy command oclongeﬂ to the Army of the
Cumberland- first under Buel, thern Rosencrans., I think in August '8Z
we were transferred {rom the 14th A. C. to Granger's Reserv: Corrs,
which g2ve sueh good zaceount of themselves on Thomas' right at
Chicamzuga; after <het the Reserve Coris was Croken ur, and my 3rigade
was, ugcn the arrival of Hooker from Va., placed in Howard's 1llih A. C.

Ry the readins of history you will find that the 11lth A, C. was
ordercd to co-orersita with Sherman on 3ragg's right atl liissiliorn Ridge.
One, cor possibly iwc of Howard's Brigade roached Snorman after he
crossed tne river., vl my Brigade did not,
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we old feliows of the Army of the Cumberland having becn put
in good racing trim, while being herded in Chettancogza by you'ns, were
rushed bty orders, back and forth from one roint 1o another zs the fear
that jossessed our Cfficors dictatled, and not allowed to rcach either
obhjection, yet in full sight of what was transriring all along that
great semi-circle- po you see my dear sir, my comand (regiment) has
no glory, either in ®Mission Ridge®, or "Lookout ilbuntzin®, althouch
it is asserted in some histories that the 1lth A, C. ware at Lookout
Lt but I hardly velieve that a single command- excerting detachaed

men with Hookor, were under firo of your guns that day. Soon after
that dzy the 11+h A. C., Teiturned anid went 1into camp in Lookout Vallby,
and rcmained there until the 2nd of ilay following.

I enclose print showing 3 1left eompanics B, G, and X of my
regiment in quarters at Waunztchie, Tenn,, with a vackground of Logkout.
This 018 camp was situated avout 20 rods S. ¥W. of the rresent R. R,
Perot at thst 1lace., This cami 1s one of the rlcasant memorics of
those d=zys., 1Lly recollectiorn is that there was some battery firing that
day from tho crest of the mountain. My o0ld comand (3heridan's Tiv,)
broaXke through 3ragg's line on ﬁission Ridge close by Bragg's Head-
guzrt rs, whore the Governmenrt now hese a tall steel tower.

I have seen it in one report ithat the 102 I1l., of our Brigsadn
captured Capt. Corput at Resacz, but I think he (Col. sSmith, 102 Ill.)
vas mistaxken, and it was some other officor. I have often raiscé =
nearty laugh on myself at our reunions, when I told the story of the
crutirre of v ogonnnic Certalin (I won't take time to tell it now) at
nosaca, whicn 1 think I incidentelly mentioned in my l=ast,

T4 woild ve orie of theo groatost wlaasuras of —my 1lifo to nmize

- b

vour rounisi., the brave mern who stodod benind Corrul's guns on thet
Tin dzy of Lay, 1834, and grasy thelr hands with all the vigor thst

wa once would have used 12 crusnhn out whet then secmed to our loyal

o3 &, wroasch and rebellion. Having gromm to maturce age and roasch

SiNnc2,we gprraciste better ithe standing of all partlbs and understard
hew 11 was poscivle for men of thne Soutn to look uron their endeavar of
thos2 days, as ratriotic and unszlfich,

Let mc give a brief descriirtion of my painting. The painting
wes skelched from Bald Hill, a nhill nearest the Tenncssee River on the
wast side of Leookout Creck. This hill was Hooker's position all the
moriing and ur to ptast ncon, Walthall men ocecuriced the R. R. embank-—
me:t near the river up near to the crossing of the creek, thence as I
nave showr up tne sides of the mourtain to his reserved leK@t rost, =
¥2int hiddell vy the cloud formrtion., Al the votton right of the gXxctien
le 2 gun of Xnap:i's Pomnsylvania Ariilicry who are shelling some ,
snoroshooters from the FTryar cabiin aeross the erecck., This caocin gtasé
waere now 1ls the villiage of Cravent, The rogimont of Infantry
roving 1o the front is the 1Zth 111, of Osterheaus Div, 15 A, C. just
arriving on itho growid- in front skirting along the trees thzst line”
tne ¢reck banks ara the skirmishers of ours, The right figure on

Lo
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vlack horse is Laj. Jonn A. Reynolds, HoOKer's Chief of Artillery,
roporting for orders.to him. "he central figure rointing, giving
order to Reynolis, is ‘Gan. Hooker:; beyond him on gray horse is lia].
Ger.. ¥. A. Slocum, commsnding 12th A, Cc.:; to the left of Hooker, hold-
ing Headquerter flag, 18 cept. Hall of Hooker's Staff; next left is
o avnd 20th A. c¢., whose mern are on the mountaslin,
chief of staff, and veyond him Col. Fessendern
A+ joft bottom is Co. X, 15th Il1lx.Cavalry,
Hooker's Gscori; . the river on the left is llioccasin Point,
which no douvt you roy hsve heard of thosc days, with our Batteries
firing on the lountaln, rseccasin Pt. hidos Chattanooga from our V1ew,
over the R. R. Cut and veyond anecasin undor the cloud is a2 distant

< ~aion. Ridge. Our line, reacnlng from the creck up to the

view of 1o
high ledge sbove 1s seen feeing north and sweering the wnole western
it

gside of the mountain, I¥ you counld have a gooad magnifying glzss,
wonld bring out the detalls more fully thamn youn can gotu them 1n so

small a covy- crowdllg 8O -men of nistory into so small a spacae, Makes

it very dense- and you cal nzrdly conccive what 1t all means—- vut the

landscape (one of 1no grandest in the world) is 211 there, and without
any figures, mexse 2 £o04 pilcture anyvway. iy Losckoul 1s OI. cxnicition
mast of the time and 1 have maly clowing commernts Irom thosc who have
seor: 1t. I will ciole Jjust one frorn vour fellows— OLC whom Vo1t have
sfton hoard from in the Vetoran- the asuthor of *he Cnzrming Nellile

Tetters- who writes of it

4+wre recalls scenes of tne past, at a timc when, the
Aghips, and derrivations all over, T econ take 2 Joole
intercst in TotrosSioCULlOn,
The piciui—a 1 admiraple, 1ifclike and trud to supjeet. 1 was
sften on thne mounisin, and was thore agzin in 1883. 1 cal therciore

testify to <ho foitnfulnecss of the rcproduction,®
( 3igned) J. B. Polley.

Vaw
-
)

but a single sample of miméreds who have writion me,

bring wr to you any pbililer memirics,
"

put it may Lc¢ 2 pleasure 1O a1l who may be =zble 10 g2y, "I.too was ithora.

Next to the tie that vings together the Comradas Wno fousrnt
~sldor te choulder, is that which 1inks 1s to the brave men 21 Whom
fraving from us rolitically, they croved thelr manhoad, and
1o sincerity of their convictions, DY facing the same dsath to whlcn
s were exvosed. <hat was the true and suprome test, and judged DY
*rwat, bravery and herOism3 love of country and willingness to 2ia for
<+  was not confined either to 1he North or tho South,

.a*,
I t~uct you and I may moct some day in the ncayr fuature, and
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shaxe hands with ezcn other as friends ang comrades, Had I beoen sz
citizen of the South, I haven't the least doubt but I would have been
a Southcrn soldier- but $aie being a native of the North, I did my
pest to thrash you fellows. But I can truly say I never felt ermity
to the individuzl soldiers who confronted us, for I knew they were
¢oing thzsir duty, just as loyally and consciectiously as I was trying
10 do mine. It would be a groat tleasure to meet with 2l1l1 yon fellaws,
and more 2specially your brave old Captain Corrtut.

With cordlal resiect and good fellowshdp, I am

lost fraternally yours,

G. H. Blakeslce,
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Georgs H. Blzkesloeo,

Your letter, photogravh of vainting of ®B=atille
above the Clouds", with news papnr contalning article on the 3Battlc of
nasacce all recaived {or which I tnank you, rarticularly for the
rhotograpn.

miile T have never been on the “point of view® ‘from.which the %a
painting was macde, yet my familiari ty with the mourtaln and 1t%;sur—ﬁ
roundlhgs as viewed both from the mountain, and from the Nashville nd
Chettancoga R, R. iime and agai“, guring the rast thirty-five ye?ts
am Lrovarcd to s2y thet 1 thing yonu MEvR ?t only succasded 1n giving
a faitmful rorroduction of the laniscane, cut, of the battlec as I req-"'t
mer+ 1t. As you want the frutkr o niet oy I rmst say, howover, inat

»o -~

* ?
. "y By ', ! o K3 4- ™ n o~ Y S
I ¢nink the four guns that you r2prooint oL the crast of the mounteains,

-A*Aa*\'

- o - - e 1 N 1 Wlll i'(’?'e
are -"”“011‘3011”1}' T 1lacac thou&,ﬂ T c+11d 1.2t of 'Y EOSlt ellz i £

: O e T T T T T . et some 1ldes
you C”DtuthLS from my Dlary, and 1vam Anls you Wil ieI oy th t.
| - S L T R e e A - SRt I y 73 AIIOW vila
"hl T gdart't think thwe matier oI Tl AT aC {a“c{’ ’ - ?
I T e o Rt > 8 1 VIS TS 1511 you cari,
ndividuzlly, you would 1like 1o ;n7 2aili wos £
— ~o L2
R *w-..:a;d .n;.;f‘. - ¥ - 1:;} y 1&!'\):’ ¥ 4 - p. 4 v g
" - = ~ S ~y K!’
. + & - - e : L N 1 - Dtv 1¢ &%
Left o2ur cositlicll To move to Lon.my, LT W L, uol a l . “+' _
-~ LY - -t - - - - ' - | - - - - - ‘ .
P 4 X meine vliog s Ul gL % 1ali miics south west Ol
Mondaoy. Selagize & canl-ilig rplaucv s 2o
i Al é’ - P o . . e ' . - g '
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=I'onld Loosxout Pointw b i entrencnments
&

. 43 WS St Isuntain £ ~ -
Nov?ﬂuzr to the evorning of tno At e : 1( §1f*on the 13th 55
L0 22, I visited the Toint guiqe m ooee o LS tine, hnaving nstning
nigii’ and not Only the POll’;t [9)3 & ::i(;w- ?# “11CE coth DV '3"\*' el DY
et A Wy SLTO0LL00 2round gero , ",
;ofw*w the boys dig The same thing Ty gonerally, e
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- : @ z: Ve 11 Se{h}mu UO : & .
~2Cn other SH%° than ours on the Lyurtsi- ‘ me that 1f therc

| R N N Some of‘ us ‘2!3' 1 Y
You inow that for 2 milte v S0 Irom the point tha
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I hoeard that there wors o 3% orqs
G ergaged. Thethor weuség thghns
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P Curs, ang only two of thom wer
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from different positions or not, my mind is not clear, but my im-
Pression is that 2 dld not. I kxnow that after the Union forces head
rassed our first entrenchments, We did not attempt to use them 2t all
@S W2 could not gderreoss ithe muzzles sufficiently to make tnhem of =2ny
use. As far as my information £0€s we had no infantry or calvary on
the tor of the sconmtain, I know there was nore riear us,

Yours is the first Plcture of this battle that I have seen that
argroacnes the tmtnh. Soon after the war I remerber seeing one, I
oelieve in one of the Frominent ‘lagazines, that rorreserntes the crest
of the Izwurtain oristling witn infantry ang artillery, and your men
climbing ur +wg Foergerdicular rocks at the point with 8Caling ladders

4 82 on., Of course the artist hag =a very vivig ilmagination. There
Was glory encugh in the acnievzment as it res iy was, and as Yo" have
feature. I s2e tnsat the inscriptions on the corwor tablets, which the
Goverrment has nag Placed in the face of the cliff, £1vos a statemert
of affzirs zbout as lhey occurred.- 7T Surrzose avout as near as it is
rozeiblo to got it By ihe way what 2 grand wori the Goveriment has
don= ot Chickamaursa, I velieve g perssn wh- had never nazars of the
batile, could recad tho story of the fight, from the tablets plocag cy
tne Covernment. there might be g littile temrorary gratificezstion g#
*ride, here grd there, obtzineg DY a mis-statement of faets, vt 1
12v2 always found tnet the actors in the tragedies FPlayed fror 12351-
1838, were rerinctly wiling to have the truath stated. 7The T8N wWho
he firhting were LeVer ashamed of cach other,

20ring 1nzt metiors will 80 arrange lthemselves, that we may

Yours Slucorely,
Y. U, Conor,
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